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Eleventh Annual Uepwt of the Statistical Society of London, 
Session 1844-5. 
The favourable state of the Society's affairs, which was reported by the 
Council to the last annual meeting of the Fellows, has continued to the 
present date, with every promise of the permanent prosperity and aug- 
mented usefulness of our institution. Its finances are unencumbered, 
its funded property is undiminished, and the number of its Fellows is 
steadily increasing ; for although the number erased from the list of 
Fellows, by deaths among the senior and withdrawals among the country 
members, since the last annual meeting, is unusually great, yet the new 
admissions, during the same period, have been equally in excess ; the 
number elected being 28, while the number who have ceased to be 
Fellows is only 25. The monthly meetings have brought forward many 
valuable contributions, and elicited many useful suggestions for further 
investigation ; the Journal has maintained its character and sale, and 
forms for the past year, a volume worthy of being placed among the 
records of the Society ; the library has undergone a complete classifica- 
tion, and there is every prospect of its possessing a new index before 
the close of the present session ; and the Committees of local investiga- 
tion are making a progress, which is now perfectly satisfactory, though 
for some time delayed by the difficulty of procuring proper agents. The 
Charities Committee now possess materials for a very interesting account 
of the voluntary charities of the metropolis ; and the Poorer Classes Com- 
mittee are actively carrying out, in the East of London, the inquiry into the 
state of its population, for which Mr. Hallam made so handsome a dona- 
tion to the funds of the Society in the last Session. The Committee ap- 
pointed by the Council to investigate the evidence which may be obtained 
from the experience of benefit societies, towards an elucidation of the 
laws of sickness, as well as mortality, have delayed to make any local 
efforts, until the results of the labours of an individual Fellow of this 
Society should be laid before it. Tliis gentleman, Mr. F. G. P. Neison, 
actuary of the Medical Invalid and General Life Insurance Society, by a 
system of rewards for the best returns from benefit societies, has pro- 
cured an unrivalled mass of materials, and by the most laborious and legi- 
timate processes, has obtained results of great importance and interest, 
which he is prepared to lay before you. The reappointment of the 
Committee of this Society on the same subject is, however, highly ad- 
visable, because, with the aid of these new materials, it is important to sug- 
gest means and methods for the better registry of the experience of all 
permanent benefit societies in future, far which only imperfect provision 
has already been made by the legislature. The second Report of the 
Hospital Statistics Committee forms an interesting paper in the last 
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volume of the Journal, which is likewise much indebted to individual 
research, especially to Colonel Sykes, Mr. Porter, Mr. Hallani, Major 
Graham, Mr. Chadwick, Mr. Fletcher, Dr. Guy, Dr. Clendinning, and 
Mr. Neison. The papers read in the present session by Dr. Balfour, 
and Dr. Guy, on the Vital Statistics of the Army and Navy, and of the 
Peerage and Baronetage respectively ; the important exposition of the 
state of the East India Company's Educational Establishments in the 
East, by Colonel Sykes ; and the historical and statistical account of the 
System of Supplying Water to the Metropolis, by Mr. Fletcher, to be 
included in the current volume of the Society's transactions, will also be 
worthy of especial attention ; and scarcely less, the continued selection 
from the valuable papers read in the Statistical Section of the British 
Association at its last meeting at York. 

The Council likewise gladly avail themselves of this opportunity of 
calling the attention of the Fellows at large to the labours of the Central 
Statistical Commission of Belgium at Brussels, the decrees appointing 
and regulating the operations of which, have successively appeared in 
the Society's Journal.* The members of this Commission, instituted 
on the 16th of March, 1841, in their sitting of the 6th of October in 
the same year, although necessarily giving their first attention to sta- 
tistics, regarded in an administrative light, as collections of those facts 
only which the Government could procure and arrange, yet carefully 
defined, likewise, their scientific purpose, to embrace every well-ascer- 
tained social fact, of whatever class, and in whatever form it may admit 
of statement, without derogating from the estimation of superior accu- 
racy attaching to a statement or a demonstration in figures, whenever 
practicable. Tliey then divided themselves into five sections, each 
to define the subjects which ought to be included under the several 
great divisions of the plan for making a general statistical account of the 
kingdom ; and these great divisions, with their principal subsections, 
so closely accord with those laid down by the Statistical Society of 
London, in the Sixth Annual Report of the Council, in the preceding 
year (1 840), as to afford a gratifying testimony to the entertainment of 
precisely the same views by our gifted neighbours and ourselves. They 
are here compared : — 

The Sixth Annual Report of the Statis- The Proces- Verbaux of the Central 
tical Society of London (1839-40), Statistical Commission of Belgium 
which contains an elaborate desciip- (6th October, 184], 19th January, 
tion of the scope and system of its l842),layingoiitaschemefoi: national 
labours, divides statistics into the fol- statistics, divides statistics into the fol- 
lowing chief sections : — lowing chief sections :— 
" I. The Statistics of Physical Geo- " I. Territory. The topographical, 
yrapht/, Division, and Appropriation ; ot, hydrographical, and meteorological de- 
geographical and proprietary statistics. scription of the country. 

"II. The Statistics of Production; "III. Industrial Condition, Theeco- 

or, agricultural, miaing, fishery, manu- aomical condition of agiiculture, com- 

facturiug, and commercial statistics. merce, and industry, 

"III. The Statistics of Instruction ; "IV, Intellectual, Moral, and Meli- 
or, ecclesiastical, scientific, literary, uni- gious Condition. Public instruction, 
versify, and school statistics. sciences, letters, fine arts, charitable in- 
stitutions, crimes, &c. 
" IV. The Statistics of Protection ; " V. Political Condition. The Con- 
or, constitutional, judicial, legal, mill- stitution, fundamental laws, internal ad- 
tary, and criminal statistics. ministrative organization, and relations 

with other states, 

* Vol. iv. p. 226, and vol. v. p. 209, 
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" V. The Statistics of Life, Con- " II. Population and its Movement, 

sumption, and Enjoyment; or, of popu- Number of inhabitants, their physical 

lation, health, the distribution and con- constitution, their classification by ages 

sumption of the commodities of life, and and professions, births, marriages, ami 

public and private charity. deaths. 

" All the departments of Statistics " Is it not, indeed, the object of this 
above described may be cultivated to the science to discover and exhibit the facts 
development of as many branches of which portray the physical, moral, ecu- 
moral science, and to the attainment of nomical, and civil condition of a nation, 
that true insight into the actual condi- and which can generally be stated in 
tion of society, without which the appli- quantities and expressed by figures ?" 
cation of remedial measures is purely 
empirical." 

The most remarkable of the few differences between these classifica- 
tions of the common objects of our study, consists in the Statistical 
Society of London including, in the first section, under the term 
Geographical, " a notice of those peculiarities in the physical character 
of the races of men inhabiting a country, which are active agents in de- 
termining their relative condition,"* and leaving the phenomena of 
population in a highly civilized state of society to a concluding section, 
after all the elements of its civilization have been described ; while the 
members of the Belgian Commission proceed at once from the former to 
the latter, and combine them in a second section, which precedes all 
description of those very elements of which they are in that section 
discussing the results. The Belgian Commissioners, or rather a sub- 
Commission formed out of their number, to devise means of executing 
that part of the great design of their appointment, which contemplates 
the necessity of local assistance to their labours, add, however, words 
which convey a useful hint to the members of this Society, notwith- 
standing the difference of our position, which causes our first regards to 
be directed to the scientific, and but secondarily to the oflScial character 
of statistics. " This rapid enumeration," they say, " suffices to give a 
general idea of the labours in which the central Commission will have 
successively to engage, and at the same time it shows the great utility, 
the necessity even, of obtaining the co-operation of zealous and capable 
persons in the provinces, and in the principal towns of the kingdom ;" 
alluding more particularly to the system of co-operative statistical com- 
missions, productive of such excellent results in the kingdom of Sar- 
dinia. " There are ofiices and professions, out of the holders and exer- 
cisers of which," they continue, " one would wish by preference to see 
such commissions formed; such are the magistracy, the provincial 
councils, the municipal governments, the managers of hospitals and 
of public charity, the chambers of commerce, the commissions of agri- 
culture, the medical profession, professors at the universities and else- 
where, engineers, and men of study or of science, whose meetings would 
give to the Commissions the character, rather scientific than admi- 
nistrative, which seems to us properly to belong to them." 

Because in England our institutions are of a more voluntary character 
than in Continental States, it follows not that we should despise co-opera- 
tion, but rather ought we to seek for and cherish it, as the greatest triumph 
of our independence of character and the greatest test of our moral and 
intellectual advancement. Why, therefore, should not ■ we enjoy the 
advantages of a national co-operation in our labours, less regvdar, 
* Sixth Annual Repoit Journal, vol. iii. p. 2. 
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perhaps, in its form, than can be accomplished by ordonnances of the 
State, but possessed of greater vitality, because created by a common 
conviction of its value ? At present, parties locally interested in statistics 
form themselves into a Society, which, having made investigations on 
dissimilar plans in their respective neighbourhoods, and finding, as they 
conceive, that there is nothing more to be done, become virtually ex- 
tinct; while, had they formed local committees of a central Society, 
their labours would have been conducted with a nearer approach to 
uniformity, and have produced results admitting of a more general com- 
parison than can be made between those obtained without any reference 
to a common system of notation ; and further, their members would 
have been aware that the labours of the statist can never be finished 
until the moral and political sciences are made complete, of which there 
is certainly no immediate prospect ; deep as is the interest attaching to 
every new step made in our knowledge of them, in an age whose cha- 
racteristic it is to appeal from habits to principles, — a name too often 
applied to vague hypotheses, — chimeras which inhabit the dark ignorance 
whose dominion it is our purpose to narrow. 

Let us hope, therefore, that by offering every encouragement to local 
investigations, and the formation of local associations for carrying them 
out, we may inspire many gentlemen of the classes not ill described in 
the Report of the Belgian Sub-Commission, with that spirit of com- 
bination which will lead them to recognise the scientific value of 
local facts, though collected only for local uses, and to remit them to 
one national centre of publication, where they will always be able to 
ascertain the subjects which want yet further elucidation. To such 
parties we can offer all the advantages which are enjoyed by the present 
Fellows who are resident in the country, or only occasionally in London ; 
and wherever, at the principal centres of our population, they are suf- 
ficiently numerous, we would recommend their union as a local committee 
of the Statistical Society of London, with which we may maintain an 
interchange of information and kind ofiices ; thereby uniting general 
views with specific knowledge ; a union which has never been made in 
active minds without being fertile in discovery. 

For the details of the pecuniary affairs of the Society, the Council 
would refer the Fellows to the accompanying satisfactory balance-sheet, 
duly reported by the auditors. 

Abstract qf Receipts and Expenditure from the \st January to the 
Zlst December, 1844. 

1844. RECEIPTS. £. ,. ^_ 

To Balance in the hands of the Treasurer 96 12 11 

Arrears of Subscriptions paid : 2 for 1840 £4 4 

,, 2 for 1841 4 4 

, , 3 for 1842 6 6 

,, 19 for 1843 39 18 

' 54 12 

Subscriptions .... 297 for 1844 623 14 

Compositions 84 00 

Messrs. Parker for sale of Journal 72 40 

Mr. Hallam towards an Inquiry into the Condition ofv the Poor in the) 

Metropolis | ^5 

£956 2 11 
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Assets, Decemher 31, 1844: — 

Stock in the Reduced 3^ per Cent. . 
Consols 3 per Cent. • 



Balances of Grants made to Committees : — 
Library Committee .... 
Hospital Statistics Committee . 
House Committee .... 
Charities Committee . . . 
London Poorer Classes Committee 



£. 


s. 


d. 




£. 


s. 


d. 


569 


17 





cost 


567 








328 


15 


4 


9 9 


300 









Cash Balance 

Petty Cash Balance 

Uividend on Stock due 

Arrears of Subscriptions due : 2 for 1838 
, , 2 for 1839 

,, 5 for 1840 

,, 15f(irl841 

, , 26 for 1842 

,, 36 for 1843 

, , 59 for 1844 



Deduct amount not likely to be paid . 



4 4 
4 4 
10 10 
31 10 
54 12 
75 12 
123 18 



867 



4 14 10 
1 4 

2 2 

1 10 
10 



16 8 

136 12 

8 19 

29 16 



306 12 
144 12 



4 


^ 





162 



£353 15 8^ 



EXPENDITURE. 

1844. £. s. d. 

By Rent 100 

Salaries 204 4 

Housekeeping expenses 25 70 

Messrs. Clowes for Printing, one year (1843-44) 263 1 

Kditing and Advertising Journal. 92 46 

Stationery 198 

Lithography 460 

Parcels and Postages 4170 

Library 19 16 Oi 

Engraving 12 90 

Miscellaneous 10 93 

Balance paid to Petty Cash (old account) 22 7 8 

Grant to Education Committee 25 

Grant to Charities Committee 1000 

Gr^nt to London Poorer Classes Committee 10 00 

Grant to Library Committee 500 

Cash Balance 136 12 5 

Petty Cash Balauce 8 19 4^ 



£956 2 11 



Liabilities : — 

Messrs. Clowes 124 14 

Rent 100 

Richard and Wilson 949 

Vacher 2 7 10 



£236 6 7 



Examined and approved 



tendon, Februarg 12, 1845, 



JOHN BOWRING,) 

J. MELVILLE, > Auditors. 

J. R. MARTIN, J 
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Fourteenth Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement 
of Science, at York; September 25th — October 2nd, 1844; Pro- 
ceedings of th£ Statistical Section. 

The Meeting of the British Association at York was fiiUy attended, 
and fertile in the results of individual labour adduced in its several 
sections. Section F (Statistics) was held at the Savings' Bank. 

President. — Lieutenant-Coloned W. H. Sykes, F.R S. 

Vice-Presidents. — Sir John V, B. Johnstone, Bart. ; Sir C. Lemon, 
Bart. ; T. Tooke, Esq. ; G. R. Porter, Esq. 

Secretaries. — James Heywood, Esq.; Joseph Fletcher, Esq. j Dr. 
Laycock. 

Committee. — Earl Fitzwilliam ; His Excellency Chevalier Bunsen ; 
His Excellency Mr. Everett ; Colonel Everest j Dr. Alison ; Dr. King ; 
Jj. Horner, Esq.; H. Stansfield, Esq.; Dr. Thumam; Samuel 
Turner, Esq. ; Dr. C. Taylor ; E. Chadwick, Esq. ; T. Barstow, Esq. ; 
E. Bullen, Esq. ; John Shuttleworth, Esq. ; W. Felkin, Esq. ; Sir John 
P. Boileau, Bart.; Edmund Ashworth, Esq. ; John Bright, Esq., M.P. ; 
Frederick Hill, Esq. ; Edward Baines, Jun., Esq. ; W. Copperthwaite, 
Esq. 

The following papers occupied the attention of the Section : — 

1. A Statistical View of the Mining Industry of France, in continua- 
tionrof a paper read before the Statistical Section at Newcasite, in 1838, 
by G. R. Porter, Esq., F.R.S., Corresponding Member of the Institute 
of France. (See vol. vii. p. 281.) 

2. Notes on Agricultural Schools, in continuation of a paper read 
before the Statistical Section at Cork, in 1843, by Mrs. Davies Gilbert. 

3. On the Population and Mortality of Calcutta, by Lieutenant-Colonel 
W. H. Sykes, F.R.S., President of the Section. (See vol. viii. p. 50.) 

4. The Statistics of Old and New Malton, by William Charles Cop- 
perthwaite, F.S S., Borough Bailiif of Malton. (See p. 66.) 

5. Hints on the Improvement of Agricultural Labourers, by the Rev. 
C. J. Dury. (Included in the present volume.) 

6. On the Sanatory Condition of the City of York, by T. Laycock, 
M.D., Physician to the York Dispensary. (See vol. viii. p. 63.) 

7. Statistics of the Hosiery Trade, by William Felkin, Esq. 

8. On the Relative Liability of the two Sexes to Insanity, by John 
Thumam, M.D. (See vol. vii. p. 310.) 

9. Statistics of the Hospitals for the Insane under the Bengal Presi- 
dency, by Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.R.S., President of the 
Section. (See p. 58.) 

1 0. On the Financial Economy of Savings' Banks, by J. W. Woolgar, 
Esq. (Included in the present volume.) 

11. Criminal Statistics and Movement of the Bond Population of 
Norfolk Island, to December, 1843, by Captain Maconochie, R.N., late 
Superintendent. (Seep. 1.) 

12. Statistics of the Free City of Frankfort- on-the-Maine, by Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.R.S., President of the Section. (See 
vol. vii. p. 318.) 

13. Notes on the Report of the Royal Commissioners on the Opera- 
tion of the Poor Laws in Scotland, 1844, by J. P. Alison, M.D. (See 
vol. vii. p. 316.) 

14. Report on the Experience of the St. Marylebone Infirmary, since 
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1827, by John Clendinning, M.D., Oxon, F.R.S., Physician to the 
Infirmary. (See vol. vii. p. 292.) 

] 5. Notes on the Reports of the Health of Towns Commissioners, by 
T. Laycock, M.D., Physician to the York Dispensary. 

16. State of Education in York, exhibited by Tables, the results of 
Inquiries made by a Committee of resident Gentlemen. (Included in 
the present volume.) 

An application was made by the Committee of the Section, through 
its President, to the Council of the Association, for a grant of 40/. to be 
applied in elucidation of the Statistics of Sickness and Mortality at 
York ; which sum it was accordingly resolved by the Council to place 
at the disposal of a Sub-Committee of the Section, in the name of Dr. 
Laycock. 

At the concluding meeting of the Sectional Committee, at which this 
favourable consideration of its application to the Council was announced, 
the Members present came to the unanimous resolution, " That it is 
essentially necessary to the elucidation of various important questions of 
economical science, that the statistics of agriculture and mining be ac- 
curately collected." They then proceeded to the consideration of the 
existing state of the registration of data designed to exhibit the move- 
ment of the population in England and Wales ; and though unable in 
that late stage of proceedings to submit their views to the Council of 
the Association, adopted a series of resolutions suggesting some im- 
portant amendments. 



Statistics of the Educational Institutions of the East India Company 
in India. By Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Sykes, F.RS. 

The Government educational institutions in India date comparatively 
from so recent a period, that the most ancient amongst them (with the 
exception of the Sanscrit College at Benares), the Hindoo College at 
Calcutta, was only in its 28th year in 1844; and very many of them 
are only of two or three years' standing. A gradual progress, however, 
is manifest, both in the number and character of these institutions ; and 
though the time is far — very far — distant when they will be commensurate 
with the wants of the people, yet a perseverance in the benevolent and 
politic activity, which has evidently been strengthening of late years, 
will ultimately fully realize, there can be little do<xbt, the objects con- 
templated — a healthy, moral, and intellectual standard in the native 
mind, and a bond of union between the governors and governed, by 
sympathies and tastes in common, derived from a common knowledge. 
For some time much embarrassment was experienced by the Bengal 
Government, and the progress of education was retarded, by the con- 
flicting opinions of able and zealous partisans of the respective advan- 
tages of teaching the natives of India the science and literature of 
Europe through the medium of the English language or through the 
medium of the vernaculars. The English system obtained at first, and held 
its ground from the want of vernacular class-books; but latterly various 
translations of English scientific and literary works have been made, and 
are making ; and it will be observed that most of the schools have now an 
English and Oriental department, in which, to a certain extent, both 
systems can be pursued. 



